PUPPETRY WORKSHOP
Date: 10-03-2023 (Friday)

Cneford Grammar School organized Hand and Shadow Puppetry workshop in association with Deccan Heritage
Academy Trust, Spoorthi Theater and STEPARC, it was conducted today i.e., 10th March, 2023 (Friday) at 10.30 am in

the auditorium of the school.

Er. Veda Kumar Manikonda, Chairman, Deccan Heritage Academy Trust, who presided over the program, said
that it is the responsibility of everyone to preserve the andent arts and pass them on to the future generations. He
said that band and shadow puppet expert Mr. Frans Hakkemers is enlightenng their importance as a world
phenomencon and said that his skillful presentation of this art is part of it. His specialty is that in his leather puppet
show, he gives voice over to eight puppets at the same time to communicate according to the mowvement. Using
ancient leather puppets to teach lessons in the form of various stories enables students to digest the lesson quickly
and helps to boost their self-confidence and overcome inhibitions. He remindesd that those who perfaorm thess
puppet shows in the villages call themsehres puppets because of serious immersion in their shows. Members of
Murugun's family from Nagar Koyal, Tamil Nadu said that his brothers have been preserving these arts by organizing
shadow puppetry shows with 14 characters for the past six to seven generations.

The Chiet Guest Telugu University Registrar Sri. Battu Ramesh said that Telugu University promotes ancient
arts and they are doing their best not to lose their existence by giving more importance to them. A thousand ancient
art forms existed all over the country. Currently their number is decreasing. He said that all partners are needed to
save this.

Guests of honor Kendra Szngeet, Natak Akademi awardees, renowned Kathak dance artists Mre. Mangala
Bhat and Mr. Raghavraj Bhatt saic that puppetry shows should be taught to today's school and college students
through short skits. He said that andent dance like Kathak is afso being presented to today's generation.

On this occasion, renowned Dutch puppetry artist and the resource person of this warkshop Mr. Frans
Hackemers enthralled the students with a puppetry performance. He has over 40 y=ars of experience in applied
puppetry. He has so far traveled to New Delhi, Chandigarh and Faridabad states in ‘ndia and is currently conducting a
workshop in Hyderabad explaining the unigueness of this puppet art.

Mir. Mote Jagannath, who is doing special efforts to preserve the existence of Koyabommalata, which has 200
years of glov. A puppet artist from Ammapuram, Janagama district, was felicitated with a shawl in recognition of his
outstanding contribution to the preservation of string puppatry.

Students of Oxford Grammar School, students of nearby schools and students of J. Bhaskar Rao College of
Architecture (JBRAC) participated in this workshop.

The programme was attended by Vice Charperson Mrs. Prarthana Manikonda, Correspondent,
Mr. K. Prabhakar, Founder and Director of Spoorthi theatre Mrs. Padmini, Headmistress Mrs. Fahmida, 55C, Principal
Mrs. Ramanjula, CBSE, Pre-Primary Principal Mrs. Fatima <azim and coordinators. Programme was concluded with
Vote of thanks.
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