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TheDepartmentofHeritageTelanganaenteredintoanMOUwiththeDeccanHeritageAc
ademyTrustOn06-06-
2023toundertakeResearch,ConservationandDocumentationoftheMenhirsiteatMudumalavi
llageintheKrishnaMandal,Narayanpetdistrict, Telangana.

Anarchaeologicalsite,locallyknownasNilurallaThimmappa,isasignificantsitereflecting the
culture, tradition and astronomical knowledge of the people living in
thisareasome3000yearsago.lnarchaeologicalparleys,themonumentsareknownasmegaliths.
Here, we have about 80 big menhirs (77.41121E16.378998N), which are astallas 10-15 ft.
and  severalthousands ofboulderstoneswhich  have dimsions of about3-
4ftinwidthandbreadth,arrangedindifferentformations.Originally,themonuments were
spread out in an area of about 80 acres. It is to be noted here thatnowhere in India or
probably in Asia we have so many menhirs and alignment stonesconcentrated at
aplace.Apart from these,we also have severalmegalithic stonecirclesatthisplace.

ThemenhirsandAlignment stones are arranged in rowswithseveralstones in eachline.
These rows face different directions. Observations in the past indicated that,
someoftheserowsalignwiththerisingandsettingSunonthedaysofsolarsignificancelikethe
summer and winter solstice.lt appears that the ancient people at this place
usedthesealignmentstoobservetheseasonalmovementoftheSunandformakingcalendrical
calculations to determine the changing seasons.Study of the cup-marks hasrevealed that, it
is a depiction of Ursa Major constellation, which is also known as GreatBear
constellation.The constellation is known as Saptarshi Mandala (Sapta=seven) inlndian
Tradition.The significanceof thisconstellationisthat,any timein thenightinany season the
top two stars of the seven stars known as ‘Dubhe’and ‘Merak’alwayspoint to north. An
imaginary line drawn through these stars point to ‘Pole Star’ or
thenorthdirection.Atpresentthedepictionofthisconstellationistheearliestdepictionofthen
ightskyfromentiresouthAsia.



FreshDiscoveryofConstellations

IntensivestudybytheTeamofResearchershasresultedinthediscoveryofanotherelabo
ratedepictionshowingseveralconstellations.Thisdepictionisexecutedonabedrock.Inthisne
wlydiscovereddepiction,wecannoticeUrsaMajoraswellasLeo  Constellations.It is also
interesting that, they have even depicted the ‘North Star’
orthe‘PoleStar’. ThisfactsuggeststhattheMegalithiccommunitycoulddefinitelydeterminethe
orientationsandthey couldidentifytheNorthStar.

TheArchaeoastronomicalsignificanceofthesitehasbeenbroughttothenoticeofthelnte
rnationalcommunitybyShriProf.Er.ManikondaVedakumar,Chairman,Deccan Heritage
Academy Trust when he attended recently the ICOMOS conference
atSydneyinAustralia.ltishopedthatalltheseeffortswillhelpinobtainingWorldHeritagetagfort
hesite.

Theresearchonthesiteisbeingtakenactivelybytheresearchteam.PhotogrammetricSu
rveyofthesiteandidentification ofmorealignments
amongtheboulderstonesisinprogress.Anironbarricadehasbeenerectedaroundthestonecont
aining the Ursa Major depiction.Boards informing the significance of the site areerected on
the site.Signages along the road leading to the site are put up to help
thetouristsreachthesiteeasilyfromtheHighwayatGudebellorevillageontheMahbubnagar-
Raichur road.

Considering the uniqueness of the site and the potential to develop as a
majorTourist centre, that can help in boosting the economy of the region, it is appealed to
thelocalpeopletotakeactivepartinpreservingthesemonumentswithoutcausinganydamaged
uringagriculturaloperations.

ARoundTablemeetingwasconductedon20November,2023involvingtheOfficialsofth
eDepartmentofHeritageTelangana,theScientificTeamformedbytheDeccanHeritageAcadem
yTrustandtheexpertsinvariousfieldstomakesuggestionsforproperResearch,conservationan
dDocumentation ofthesite.Itis hopedthatallthese efforts would ultimately help us in
obtaining World Heritage tag for this uniqueMegalithicMenhirssite
withArchaeoastronomicalfeatures.

Prof.Er. VedakumarManikonda presided over the Round Table
MeetingProfK.P.Raogavethekeynoteaddressonthesignificanceofthesite.

Smt.ShailajaRamaiyer, IAS.Director ,Dept ofHeritageTelangana expressedthatthe
site is a very unique site and assured that the department would like to
havefrequentinteractionwiththeexpertstotakeforwardtheinitiativetogetMudumalM
egalithicMenhir'ssiteincludedintheworldheritagelist.

Thespeakershavestressedontheneedtoconductfurtherinvestigationsinvolvingtechnology
likegroundpenetrating radarandexcavationsfor

completeunderstandingofthecultureandscientificfeatures.

Around20Membersconsistingofeminenthistoriansandresearchscholarshaveparticipatedintheoccasion.
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